
It has been a long-established practice that every year DPSU donates to various charitable organizations. It is one way of recognizing and supporting 
the work of groups who support the most vulnerable in our society, and our world.

At the beginning of every school year, the Unit Executive reviews charities who have requested support or have come to our attention and select which 
charities can be supported for the year.
The Unit Executive will rotate charities on and off the list when there are too many requests.  There is also an attempt to balance local charities that 
serve the communities in which our students live, along with charities that offer national and international aid. Each charity receives a $300 donation 
which comes from a dedicated budget line.

This year donations have been made to the following organizations: 

Local 
Covenant House
Camp Micah
The Knight’s Table
Our Place
Rapport House
John Howard Society – Dufferin Peel Halton (Brampton)
VON Peel
Choices Youth Shelter (Orangeville)
Labour Community Services of Peel

National 
Canadian Jesuits International
The David Suzuki Foundation

International 
Maquila Solidarity Network
Central Asia Institute 
Canadian Food for Children

As an association that represents teachers in Catholic schools, this tradition of charitable donations reflects our commitment to serving those in need 
and building links with communities and other organizations.  In a small way, the donations reaffirm that Catholic teachers do not stand in 
isolation—we are part of a greater community. 

Christmas Message
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The end of a calendar year naturally gives us an opportunity to reflect on the successes and challenges of the past year. 
This past year certainly had its challenges, but it may pale in comparison to what 2019 most likely will bring. With our 
Collective Agreement ending on August 31, and the rhetoric and cuts from the provincial government starting to gear up, 
we face a year of uncertainty—except for one thing: we will be challenged to stand up against attacks on our publicly 
funded system. This, however, is not the Christmas message I want to share.  

What I want to share is this: The Christmas season calls us to be reflective and focus on what is important. Jesus was born 
in the silence of the night as a reminder to us that hope and light is best realized when we are still and quiet. I hope we all 
take time for quiet reflection and find the peace and resolve within that will serve us well in the coming year.

Rather than just looking back and dreading what is coming up, let us set our sights on our hopes for the coming year and the strength we gather from 
one another when we unite for the common good.

May your Christmas be filled with many blessings.

Maria De Berardinis, President
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Breakfast with Santa
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DPSU Christmas Social
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DPSU’s delegation for the 2019 Provincial AGM, which will take place March 8 – 11, 2019 in Ottawa, was selected at the December 
Executive meeting.  We had an overwhelming number of applicants.  As per past practice, we selected delegates based on current Unit 
involvement as an Executive member, staff rep, Unit committee chair, Board wide committee member, and Unit committee member. 

We thank the following members for putting their names forward to serve as delegates and alternates: 

Claudio Bezina, Greg Carraro, Alana Cernjul, Antonietta Chiavaro, Chris Clarke, Adamo Conflitti, Brandon Cook, Claudia 
D’Amico-Cipriano, Maria De Berardinis, Ryan Dollimore, Rhonda Fox, Brenda Golden, Trevor Hilton, John Hynan, Jessica Jakab-Price, 
Glen Kim, Peter Lem, Anna Mather, Carolyn Miller, Rosalie Mittica, John Mrozek, Pam Perera, Nancy Pitts, Jenn Pouw, Cathy Rizzo, 
Sandra Roiati, Sean Russell, Gerri Schaljo, Mel Seymour, Beata Sikorski, Joseph Skrak, Rob Smol, and Giulia Valentinis.

The following Occasional Teachers will also be joining our delegation:
Michael Farrugia, Roman Vynyarchuk, Joann Rossitter, and Christopher Esposito
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2019 AGM Delegation 
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Dufferin-Peel OECTA Secondary Unit 

Unit Office: 905-564-7211
6435 Edwards Blvd., Mississauga ON

Maria De Berardinis, President: president@dpsuoecta.com
Brenda Golden, First Vice-President: firstvp@dpsuoecta.com
John Hynan, Teacher Welfare Officer/Chief Negotiator: 
teacher.welfare@dpsuoecta.com
Carolyn Miller, Health and Safety Worker/Co-Chair (JHSC): 
health.safety@dpsuoecta.com
Tina Harrison, Office Administrator : officeadmin@dpsuoecta.com


