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DATE July 16, 2018 

 

TO Provincial Executive 

 OTF Governors 

 Unit Presidents 

 OTBU Presidents 

  

COPY Provincial Office 

FROM Marshall Jarvis, General Secretary 

SUBJECT Ontario Teachers Pledge to Teach the Right Thing 

 

It has been brought to the attention of provincial that a petition is circulating on the internet and/or 

social media entitled “Ontario Teachers Pledge to Teach the Right Thing” (see below). This is in 

reaction to the government’s decisions on curriculum related to Truth and Reconciliation and the 

Health & Physical Education curriculum.  

 

If you are contacted by members about the petition please advise them of the following: 

 

• the refusal will be an act of civil disobedience not a professional obligation; and 

• the refusal to teach the curriculum may result in disciplinary action against a member for failing 

to perform their duties as a teacher under the Education Act and regulations; and  

• possible disciplinary action should a complaint be made to the Ontario College of Teachers by a 

school board or any member of the public.  

 

Finally, any union and/or union leader promoting/supporting such a coordinated action by the 

membership could be subject to a complaint to the Ontario Labour Relations Board for illegal strike 

action under Section 100 of the Ontario Labour Relations Act.   

 

‘The Pledge’ 

 

Licensed Ontario teachers are invited to take a Pledge to continue to teach the right thing in spite of 

the Ontario government's latest announcements.  This Pledge will go live on Monday. To be one of 

the first 100 to sign, please email your name and any relevant professional designations (e.g 

curriculum lead) to teacherpledge2018@gmail.com by 8 am Sunday July 15.  The online version of 

the Pledge will be launched on Monday July 16. 

 

The Pledge 

 

We, the undersigned, have as our primary professional duty the care and well-being of our 

students.  

Our professional and ethical standards require us to apply current best practices in educational 

research to create safe and supportive learning communities.  
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They also require of us moral action and integrity in our professional practice.  

 

We must, therefore, reject in every way possible any attempt - by any government -  to harm our 

students.  

 

Recent decisions to cut essential curriculum development on Reconciliation and American Sign 

Language (ASL), cut funding for crucial school repairs, and cut the updated physical and health 

curriculum will hurt our students. 

 

Because of this, we pledge to uphold our professional standards by:  

 

• Teaching best practices in physical and health education;  

• Living up to the Calls to Action of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission;  

• Demanding that all students have access to the best ASL curriculum possible; 

• Ensuring that student learning about Reconciliation and healthy and safe sexual relationships 
will not be confined to one course or classroom; 

• Applying the principles of equity and inclusion to uphold the human rights and dignity of all our 

students 

• and insisting that the buildings our students learn in be safe and healthy.  
 

We will not be bullied by any governments’ attempts to roll back life-saving advances in curriculum 

or cutbacks to crucial education funding.  

 

 

MJ/cr 


