
« In Canada using a firearm is a privilege, not a right. » 
- Nathalie Provost, wounded in the Montreal Massacre 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DECEMBER 6, 1989: 25 YEARS LATER 
Let us unite to strengthen control over firearms and ensure the safety of Canadians  

The senseless deaths of 14 young women triggered the Canadian 

movement toward stronger gun control. In 1995, Canada passed 

the Firearms Act that required gun owners to obtain a renewable 

gun licence and register their guns one time. The law was 

recognized by the victims’ families as a monument to their 

memory but it has been seriously weakened by the federal 

government in recent years. Safety experts argue the risks of gun 

violence faced by vulnerable women and children have increased 

with these changes. 

 

While tragedies can strike anywhere, we know stronger controls 

on firearms make them less likely to happen by making it harder 

for dangerous people to get access to guns.  

 

Despite public safety and health experts providing evidence that 

Canada's gun control measures were useful, efficient and that it 

has had concrete impact in reducing firearm deaths and injuries, 

the federal government has rolled back the clock more than 

thirty years on gun controls! Piece by piece, our protections are 

being slowly removed. 

 

 

Keep their memory alive 

Geneviève Bergeron 

Hélène Colgan 

Nathalie Croteau 

Barbara Daigneault 

Anne-Marie Edward 

Maud Haviernick 

Maryse Laganière 

Maryse Leclair 

Anne-Marie Lemay 

Sonia Pelletier 

Michèle Richard 

Annie St-Arneault 

Annie Turcotte 

Barbara Klucznik Widajewicz  
 

Among the most significant changes, the federal government has ended the registration of rifles and shotguns 

and destroyed the records on the 5.6 million rifles and shotguns registered outside Quebec. He has also ended 

the requirement that a gun owner's licence be verified when they purchase a firearm, and has forbade provinces 

from requiring gun dealers to maintain records of sales, a requirement that had been in place for more than 30 

years and is essential to preventing illicit gun trafficking. And this fall they have tabled further amendments to the 

Firearms Act that will relax the controls on military weapons and handguns as well as the licensing processes. 

 

In concrete terms, these changes mean: 

� A licensed individual is able to acquire an unlimited number of guns, including powerful semi-automatics 

like the Ruger Mini-14 and some sniper rifles, without any flags being raised. There are no means to know 

who owns these powerful guns, nor how many are owned.  

� Without their names attached to them, gun owners are more likely to sell or trade them to unlicensed 

individuals, increasing the risks that dangerous individuals have access to them.  

� There is no longer mandatory licence validation before a gun sale occurs. This puts lives at risk and is a 

loophole that was used in the past by abusive spouses leading to tragic consequences. 

� The permanent destruction of registry records and loss of records of sales has a severe impact on law 

enforcement's abilities to investigate and prosecute gun-related crime. 

� A tool used by police officers to remove guns from dangerous people, enforce prohibition orders and take 

preventive actions has been destroyed.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The latest news 
 

Bill C-42:  Despite the risks to the public safety, the government introduced Bill C-42 this fall. If adopted, this bill will relax 

controls on military weapons and handguns, as well as licenses for gun owners. It is surprising to see that we now have to 

fight to maintain our long-standing controls on handguns. This new bill introduces inadequate measures that will 

facilitate the diversion of legal guns to illegal markets. In addition, these measures will increase the risk that guns be used 

in cases of domestic violence and suicide (especially among youth), which will inevitably lead to an increase in the 

number of firearm-related deaths.  

 

Battle at the Supreme Court: The Coalition also continues to commemorate the victims of the Montreal Massacre by 

defending gun control laws in court. We intervened at the Supreme Court of Canada, in support of Quebec’s fight regain 

the province’s gun registry data, and expect the decision soon. With the unanimous support of the National Assembly, 

Quebec has initiated legal proceedings to recover the province’s data in order to form its own registry to better protect 

its citizens. 

 

Women and violence: Every year in Canada, more than 100 000 women and children leave their homes to seek safety in a 

shelter. Gun violence is present in many of these cases, through intimidation, control and homicide. Studies have shown 

that rates of homicide in domestic violence situations increase significantly when there is a firearm in the home. 

Referring to rifles and shotguns as just “family guns” minimizes the threat they can pose to public safety as they are the 

guns most likely to be used in family violence.  

 
 
 

 

The COALITION for Gun Control 

guncontrol.ca • coalitionforguncontrol@gmail.com • @CGCguncontrol • 416.604.0209 

Founded in the wake of the Montreal massacre, the Coalition for Gun Control is the only national non-profit organization working to reduce 

gun injury, death and crime in Canada. We are endorsed by more than 300 organization including crime and injury prevention, policing, 

health, women’s safety, victims’ rights, grassroots and community organizations. These include: the Canadian Public Health Association, the 

Canadian Association of Emergency Physicians, the Canadian Association of Chiefs of Police, the YWCA of Canada, just to name a few. The 

alumni and families of the victims of the Montreal Massacre along with other victims of gun violence have also played a pivotal role. 

Generation Action  
 

The Coalition for Gun Control launched the Generation Action 

campaign with a desire to educate, engage and mobilize a new 

generation to put an end to gun violence. Twenty-five years after 

the Montreal Massacre, there was not a better time to ensure 

that today’s youth is equipped to continue the fight for strong 

gun control measures. Join the movement on social media!          

 

Act now! 

1. Write, call and email your Member of Parliament and the party leaders. Tell them you're paying attention and won't 

stand for further weakening of our gun laws, and that you will remember the slow dismantling of gun control when it’s 

time to vote. Contact information for your MP is available at www.parl.gc.ca. 

2. Become involved in the online campaign, follow us on Twitter at @CGCguncontrol. 

3. Encourage others to get involved and raise awareness on the risks associated with firearm misuse. Contact us if you 

would like to order December 6 postcards addressed to Prime Minister Stephen Harper, the Leader of the Opposition 

Thomas Mulcair and Liberal Party Leader Justin Trudeau: coalitionforguncontrol@gmail.com 

4. Donate to the Coalition for Gun Control and support the continued fight for sensible gun laws in Canada. We accept 

PayPal donations at www.guncontrol.ca   

Student finalists for the 

poster contest hosted 

by Generation Action 


