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Christmas break is quickly 
approaching! On behalf of the Unit 
Executives, I wanted to take the 
opportunity to wish you all a restful 
and blessed Christmas and a Happy 
New Year. 

As I get older, it seems like time is 
speeding up and it has been a hectic fall and early winter. It 
is our hope that you will be able to �nd time to celebrate the 
holidays with family and friends.  With the second week of 
our break taking place over the �rst week of January, it is our 
further hope that week two will o�er you respite and rest 
and a genuine opportunity to recharge your batteries.

We are especially pleased with the level of member
engagement over the past few months. Our status of women 
and professional development committees co-sponsored 
two PD sessions aimed at helping members maintain their 
well-being.  Some members participated in our Third Annual 
DPSU Wine Tour in mid-October.  Other members, who 
prefer the grain over the grape, attended a Cask Beer event 
at Cameron’s Brewery in late November. 

In late September, we enhanced our partnership with the 
Mississauga Steelheads Hockey Club of the Ontario Hockey 
League. The unit has purchased a pair of season tickets 
which we have donated to Big Brothers and Sisters of Peel to 
a�ord an opportunity for youngsters in our community to 
watch high-level amateur hockey with their Big Brother or 
Big Sister.  Last spring, DPSU made a substantial donation to 
the United Way of Peel’s “Youth in Action” initiatives, which 
young people in the region work on projects aimed at 
addressing bullying, poverty and youth empowerment in 
their local communities. 

Over 100 members attended our 12th Annual Christmas 
Open House on December 7th, �rmly establishing it as a 
DPSU Christmas tradition.  Over 300 people shared Breakfast 
with Santa at the Capitol Banquet Hall. It was our third 
annual breakfast and the partnership with our brothers and 
sisters at Du�erin-Peel Elementary enhanced the community 
spirit of an event, which children of our collective
membership ate a hearty breakfast, had a photo opportunity 
with Santa and could make balloons and inserts for drinking 
cups. 

These were mementos that the children could take home 
with them. It was another smashing success, which we plan 
on hosting again next year. 

All the proceeds generated from the mentioned events and 
our 1st Annual Slo-Pitch tournament last spring have been 
donated to Operation Christmas Cheer, a registered charity 
whose sole mission is make sure that families of striking 
unionists across the province have a positive Christmas 
experience with food and gifts for the children. This year 
there are many in our community that have struggled to 
achieve a fair and just collective agreement. 

CUPE Local 4914 representing Peel Children’s Aid Society 
workers have been on strike since mid-September. DPSU 
gave a donation from our strike fund to support these 
workers. We also delivered a cheque of $3,200 to Operation 
Christmas Cheer to Chief Organizer/Founder, Cassandra 
Robinson, who visited the CUPE 4914 picket line on
December 14th. 

These community-building activities have allowed us to 
reach out to more members as well as enhance our presence 
within our communities. These projects and the �nancial 
commitments we have made to them underscore our 
mission to show how this union makes a di�erence, not only 
in delivering valued service for our membership but also 
o�ering tangible support for labour and the vulnerable 
within our community. 

We will be letting you know about future community-
building initiatives in the new year. In the meantime, enjoy 
the holiday season. Please take time over this holy season to 
connect with the special people in your lives. 

May each of you have a Merry and blessed Christ-
mas and a healthy and Happy New Year! God Bless. 
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Breakfast wi� Santa
Our 3rd Annual Breakfast with Santa event was held on
Saturday, December 3, 2016 at the Capital Banquet Centre in 
Mississauga. The Breakfast with Santa was a co-sponsorship 
with the Du�erin-Peel elementary unit. Over 300 people 
were in attendance. Members and their families had a blast 
and we can’t wait for next year! 
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Our 12th Annual DPSU Christmas Open House was held on Wednesday, December 7, 2016, inside the Murphy Auditorium in the 

Educator's Centre where the DPSU o�ce is located. Over 130 OECTA members attended, where members were treated to dinner 

and drinks catered by the Capital Banquet Centre. Lucky members won ra�e prizes that included: LCBO gifts cards, wireless 

speakers, wireless headphones, a GoPro Hero 4, Acer Laptop, X-box One with a game included and a 50-inch Samsung Smart TV. 

Thank you to everyone in attendance!

12� Annual DPSU Christmas Open House

�e winner is...
Congratulations to Danny Amaral from St. Francis Xavier,
who won the grand prize of the 50-inch Smart TV, which was
donated by Union Strategies Inc. 

Thank you to the Social Committee for helping organize
another successful Christmas Open House!

From left to right: Serina Lewis, St. Edmund Campion S.S.,
Filomena Neal, St. Joseph S.S., Radouan About-Faysal, retired, 
Jessica Jakab Price, St. Joseph S.S., Greg Carraro, St. Joseph S.S.


