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MORE MISTRUTHS FROM FORD 

GOVERNMENT  

  

The Ford government has once again gone out of their way to mislead Ontarians.  

  

In a media appearance today, Minister of Education Stephen Lecce said the sticking 

point in negotiations between OECTA, the government, and the Ontario Catholic 

School Trustees’ Association is our Association’s insistence on enhancements to our 

benefits plan. He also claimed the parties were close to reaching a deal yesterday, 

and that the government’s priority has always been to invest resources in the 

classroom.   

  

OECTA members should know that not one of these statements is true. While our 

preference remains to keep details of discussions at the table, it should be obvious 

to anyone that Catholic teachers would not be taking strike action over benefits 

enhancements. The real issues are the ones we have been discussing for months, 

including the government’s plans to remove funding for supports for vulnerable 

students, increase class sizes and cut course options, and introduce a mandatory 

e-learning scheme with no plan for implementation. Some meaningful 

conversations have taken place over the past few weeks, but there are still 

significant differences that the government appears unwilling to resolve.   

  



 

Please continue to monitor your personal email for information about negotiations 

and strike action. 

  

OLRB Hearing Shows Public Rejected Ford Agenda 

  

Minister Lecce’s comments this morning were a desperate attempt to distract from 

the real story of the day. 

  

As you will recall, OECTA has been pursuing a bad-faith bargaining complaint 

before the Ontario Labour Relations Board, centering on the government’s 

unilateral decision to increase class sizes, when this issue should be dealt with at 

the bargaining table. Today, as part of the evidence in the hearing, results from 

the government’s public education consultation were finally revealed. 

  

As suspected, although the Ford government tried everything they could to torque 

the consultation process, and claimed they would be using the results to inform 

policy, Ontarians overwhelmingly rejected the government’s agenda. The evidence 

revealed today shows concerns were raised about how increased class sizes would 

affect safety, security, and student learning, especially for students with special 

education needs. No submissions from teachers, students, school boards, or the 

public supported increasing class sizes. 

  

It is no wonder the Ford government has worked so hard to hide these results. 

Perhaps now that some of them have become public, the government will finally be 

convinced to listen to Ontarians, reverse their reckless cuts to the classroom, and 

invest in publicly funded education. 

  

   

 

http://www.catholicteachers.ca/

