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Common Good 

With the intention of featuring good news stories in this edition of our Job Action newsletter, we invited 

Association Reps to share stories from the picket lines. We are faced with a welcomed problem: there is 

such an abundance of good news from our picket lines that we cannot capture the breadth of it in this 

communication.    

 

We received story after story of community supporters pulling their vehicles to the side of the road and 

welcoming teachers to help themselves to fresh hot drinks, parcels of snacks, including homemade goods, 

ranging from pizza and muffins to samosas.  A Real Estate agent in the John Cabot community even 

dropped off sandwiches, and in a continued show of care, many parents and community supporters 

dropped off items such as handwarmers and notes of support, because they know how we must be feeling.  

Parents delivered  individual care-packages to their children’s teachers, and amidst this outpouring of 

support, a parent at St. Cornelius who applied for child subsidy for two children donated the money back 

to a classroom teacher to show her disdain for what she deemed "bribe" money.  A CUPE colleague who 

lives close to a school even opened the doors of her home to teachers to take warm-up breaks and snacks. 

 

We were sent countless stories of community members taking to the picket lines in a show of solidarity.  

Whether it be those on their daily walk who took the opportunity to join, parents who went out of their 

way to attend, retirees, former and current students, NDP MPPS, APSSP, CUPE, ERW, ETFO and 

OSSTF colleagues, and even Father Tobin at St. Thomas Aquinas, the message they gave us was 

consistent: they are with us.  They walked and they talked.  Many offered words of encouragement, and 

many took the opportunity to know more about what teachers are standing for and why.   

 

Conversation is not limited to those walking the line.  People in their vehicles waved, offered thumbs up, 

cheered and honked.  Operators of transit, ambulances, and police vehicles also let their support be 

known, and so the dialogue has grown into  an unspoken exchange whereby we are shown support and in 

turn we demonstrate that we have the energy to continue.  Some of us wave, some shout thank-you, some 

of us shake our signs to reinforce our shared belief that We Support Public Education.  

OECTA JOB ACTION! 
Dufferin-Peel Elementary Unit and Dufferin-Peel Secondary Unit 
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Support from Local Parishes 

Thank-you to St. Catherine of Sienna, St. Ignatius of Loyola, Cristo Rei, and Merciful Redeemer who 

opened their doors and their parking lots to teachers walking picket lines.  

 

Teacher Perspectives 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       

                         

     

          

An Occasional 

teacher at St. 

Catherine of Siena 

who has never been 

on a picket line 

before speaks for us 

all: “I’m ready for 

the fight against the 

Bully we know as 

the Ontario 

Premier.”  A more 

seasoned teacher 

commented that it is 

so nice that former 

students who are 

entering the 

profession as OTs 

walked alongside 

former teachers. 

 

DPEU member new to the picket line :  

“I was not sure what to expect when first 

preparing to picket.  I knew that standing 

together in solidarity was important, but 

admittedly I had some concerns about how 

to keep spirits up throughout the duration of 

our protest.  After a few minutes of walking 

the "early shift" I was immediately 

overwhelmed by the public acts of support 

we received.  As soon as we started 

walking, we were met with a steady stream 

of encouraging honks from passers-by; each 

one echoed by whistles and cheers from the 

line.  We had parents arrive to drop off 

coffee, sandwiches and snacks, with some 

even bringing their children along to chant 

"go teachers go" from the sidelines.  We 

were all very touched by this generosity, 

and needless to say that spirits were indeed 

lifted and kept high!” 
 

A vetran DPSU 

member offers  

“when we advocate 

for education, we 

advocate for student 

learning and teacher 

working conditions.  

We have to be more 

comfortable saying, I 

want compensation to 

reflect the work I do.  

We should not be 

made feel guilty for 

that.”   
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Keep Making Noise  

The government has refused to hear us at the bargaining table, so we are taking to the picket line 

again to demonstrate our resistance to their shameful slash and burn agenda.  When we step onto 

the picket line with conviction, we publicly reiterate our Investment in student learning, and we 

make lots of  noise through conversation, music, chants, whistles, and cheering.  We are 

determined to be heard as we collectively reject the degradation of our system of education.  We 

have walked in the cold.  We have walked in the wind. We will walk Thursday, March 5, 2020 

with commitment because we know that it is not only our democratic right to do so, but that 

every step we take, literally, is for the classrooms and the students we believe in, and we know 

that ultimately our physical show of solidarity will have strength and staying power not only in 

the minds of the bullies we stand up to, but in the minds of our  partners and neighbours who see 

us channel our strength and fortitude collectively for communal betterment.   
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Strike Newsletter V.2: Compliments of DPEU DPSU Provincial Strike Implementation Committee - Communications Sub-Committee 

 
 

Extra! Extra!   
If you are speaking to the media about job action, offer your 

perspective as a teacher, and if you are also a parent or 

grandparent, speak from that viewpoint too.  State the issue, 

for example, be it loss of FDK, class size increases, 

eLearning, loss of Local Priorities Funding, or loss of 

programs and supports, and provide explicit examples to 

show the impact of this issue on student learning. Share 

pointed and concise messages that do not allow for editing. 

 

  

 

 

Spoiler Alert! 
The strike newsletter that captures 10-20-30 Strike for Public Education will be coming to 

members soon in multimedia format. 
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