
  

 

 

COVID-19 RELATED SCHOOL CLOSURES 

  

Late yesterday afternoon, the Government of Ontario announced that school boards 

have been ordered to cancel classes and close publicly funded elementary and 

secondary schools from Saturday, March 14 until Sunday, April 5. 

  

This means schools will be closed for an additional two weeks following the scheduled 

March Break. 

  

Your school board is responsible for providing information and direction regarding the 

school closures during the two weeks following March Break. OECTA will ensure that 

collective agreements are respected. The Ministry has informed all teacher and 

education worker unions that staff who would normally be paid over this 

closure period would continue to be paid. If you have any further questions, 

please contact your local OECTA unit. Contact information is available HERE.  

  

At this point, the Ministry has given no direction on whether the school year will be 

extended or adjusted as a result of these school closures. Also, while Minister of 

Education Stephen Lecce spoke yesterday about learning opportunities that might be 

made available for students, the Ministry has not provided any further information or 

direction to school boards about this. 

  

The Ministry has stated that the purpose of the school closures is to prevent the 

spread of COVID-19. School boards will expect members who are planning to travel 

over the March Break to return home by March 22, to allow for the appropriate 14-day 

isolation period prior to returning to work on April 6. Note that earlier today, Canada’s 

Chief Public Health Officer advised Canadians to cancel all non-essential travel outside 

of the country. To learn more about COVID-19, including information about risks and 
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prevention, visit the Government of Canada website HERE. 

  

Please continue to monitor your personal email for important updates about this and 

other matters, including details about the ratification process for the tentative 

agreement that was reached yesterday by the OECTA Provincial Bargaining Team. 
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